The 41 BSSSC annual conference - Vaasa (Finland),
17-18 October , 1996

Resolution

The 4th Conference on BSSSC convened in Vaasafeipht the invitation of the Provincial
Government and the County Councils of the Provinoel 7th and 18th October 1996. The
representatives from the subregions of the Baki@ States Finland, Russia, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Germany, Denmark, Norway andd&mediscussed perspectives of Baltic Sea
cooperation and underlined the special contributibtihe subregional level to the further developmen

of our area.

As guests the Conference welcomed Minister Valdika®s, Chairman of the Council of the Baltic
Sea States, as well as the Presidents of the Whitre Baltic Cities and the Baltic Sea Chambers of
Commerce Association, the General Secretary dfifisinki Commission and the representative of
VASAB.

l.
The Conference invites the Heads of GovernmentiseoBaltic Sea States to continue their leading

role in forming Baltic Sea policy as started inbis1996,

The Conference asks for a rapid enlargement dEtliepean Union by allowing the interested Baltic
Sea States to join as soon as possible and foeragitening of the partnership between the Russian

Federation and the European Union,

The Conference draws attention to the growing econ@otentials for trade and business in the

region,

The Conference calls for a quick and complete impletation of the Action Programs of the CBSS
and the EU Baltic Sea Region Initiative,

The Conference demands a focal point (Permanenttaeat for the CBSS) for the Baltic Sea

cooperation,



The Conference encourages the subregions of thie Bala region to continue their over 300 cooperati

projects, serving as the practical foundation efBaltic Sea co-operation.

The new dynamics of the Baltic Sea co-operationeggted by the results of the Baltic Sea Summit in
Visby, the Baltic Sea Region Initiative of the Comsion and the Action Programs of the Council of
the Baltic Sea States mark a new stage of thedB3dta policy. It gives the co-operation in our a&rea
new and challenging perspective. It enables theédaéa region to play an active role in furthering
peaceful and stable development in a region emigdeU member and non-member states. It will

add to the competitiveness of our area with otegions inside and outside of Europe.

With the results of Visby and Kalmar, the Head§&ofernments, the EU Commission and the
Foreign Ministers have mutually established an alV&ramework of priorities for the development of
the Baltic Sea region for the first time. Thesedglines for activities call on all actors in ouearto
reconsider their efforts and to concentrate onifipgriorities.

The Conference agrees with the objectives laid dovthese guidelines, emphasising the efforts on
five priorities:

To further democracy and to stable political depeient by strengthening the people-to-people
approach,

To improve the conditions for economic co-operation

To demand a stronger commitment for environmentatiegtion,

To improve the conditions for civic security andating organized crime,

To ask for a better coordination of the initiatiafghe various Baltic Sea organizations.

The Conference welcomes the special role thesesljugs attribute to the subregional level in the

further development of the region.

.

The Baltic Sea subregions consider as one of thjeri@esks in the future to realize on the subregion
level the objectives set down in the Action Progsaxhithe CBSS and the Baltic Sea Region Initiative
of the EU.

Together with the local authorities and the chamioéicommerce the subregions have played an
indispensable role in developing Baltic Sea co-afi@n, and this will continue.



To date, the four Conferences on BSSSC have tgkém their working group sessions issues such as:
Small and medium-sized industries, trade, transputtinfrastructure, energy, ecology, youth policy,
education and vocational training as well as they fbf information. They improved conditions for

region-building, networking and strengthening regioco-operation.

In order to contribute successfully to the furtbevelopment of the Baltic Sea region, the Confexenc

calls on all subregions to organize their initiai\according to the following principles:

The subregional co-operation in the Baltic Seaorgs putting life into the people-to-people
approach,

The subregional co-operation will increasingly urd# multinational projects,

The subregional co-operation will concentrate eués in their range of competences, especially on
democracy, region-building and public administraicivic security, regional and local economic
development, especially small and medium-sizedrernises, infrastructure, transport, energy, spatial
planning on a regional level, environment, sodil/Ees and public health, education/vocational

training, culture, youth policy and flow of inforitian,

The subregional co-operation will actively partetg in the implementation process of the Action
Programs of Kalmar and the Baltic Sea Region liweaof the EU. For this purpose a working group
will be nominated to prepare a report on how thki®&ea subregions will fulfill this obligation.his

report will be submitted to the Council of the Bafea States.

[1I.
A continuing improvement of political and econontica-operation in the Baltic Sea region will lead

to increasing activities and networks on the subreg level.

In this regard, the Conference appreciates theliatthe Council of the Baltic Sea States, as the
umbrella organization and co-coordinator for thétiB&ea co-operation, is strengthened by the
Summit of Visby. It draws the attention to the néetetter co-ordinate the working groups of the
CBSS and the conferences on the ministerial levalzbid double work. It asks for a sensible
connection between the coordination tasks of th8&Bnd the intended Baltic Coordination

Committee by the EU Commission to avoid the orgation of double and competitive instruments.



The Conference agrees with the Visby Summit requietste Swedish Prime Minister to improve the
coordination of activities in our area. It offets support as far as the subregional level is aoeck

It welcomes the new practical commitment of theeggaments of the Baltic Sea states to provide
additional funds. It reminds the national actorthi@ area that the co-operation on the subregional

level depends on the national support.

It draws the attention to ongoing reforms and theedtralization on the regional level in several
Baltic Sea states. Strong and democratically egred subregional bodies and effective support from
the national level are indispensable for a sucaéssfion-building and are a precondition to the
European integration process.

V.
The Conference had a fruitful dialogue with therespntatives of the EU Commission about

experiences and perspectives of the EU Progranicalple to the Baltic Sea region.
The need to co-ordinate already existing programasfimancial means was emphasized.

In this dialogue it was stressed that more attarisiomeeded for simplifying the required procedures
especially reducing bureaucracy and processingftiome the moment of selecting projects by
steering committees to their approval by the Euaopgommission and signing of a financial
memorandum.

The Conference demands from the European Commiadiexible programme for the Baltic Sea
region with easy and unbureaucratic access on égumas for all subregions in EU member and

nonmember states.

The Baltic Sea subregions, represented by the @de, are ready to act as the regional partnér wit
the European Commission in drafting such a programm

The proceedings of the Second Session of the 4tffe@mce on BSSSC will be made available in a

separate document.

For the first time a “Partner Searching Forum ‘&6tliscuss co-operation projects of joint interests
between subregions was organized at the ConferAhtliee Forum 35 subregions prepared and



searched for co-operation projects. Approximaté&l9 appointments took place during two days. The

very successful “Partner Search Forum” will be oargd at the Conference.

The discussions and results of the workshops “inédion flow in the Baltic Sea Regions”, “Youth

Co-operation in the Baltic Sea” and “Energy andt&nable Development” are attached.

V.
The Working Group has asked the Speaker to edtadlBecretariat in close co-operation with the
Baltic Sea subregions. The Speaker should haveasasgs to the Secretariat and it will therefore be

started in Kiel, Schleswig-Holstein.

The Working Group proposes that Mr. Gerd Walterticores as Speaker for one more year, followed

by Mr. Knud Andersen at the next Conference.

On the invitation of Mr. Henryk Wojciechowski, Gawer of Gdansk, the 5th Conference on BSSSC
will be held in Gdansk, Poland. In 1998 the Confeeewill take place in Denmark.

The Conference expresses its thanks and gratituitie torganizers of the 4th Conference in Vaasa,

Finland.

Workshop | -Information Flow and Communication in the Baltic Sea Region

The Workshop recognizes the tremendous growtheémthmber of different regional activities and
organizations involved in the Baltic Sea Co-operatiThe main issue in the Workshop was to discuss
and outline systematic and efficient forms of cempion regarding communication and information
flow in the Baltic Sea region. Issues of particltderest were information sources and distribigion
possibilities regarding various project informatipast-project experiences, potential partnerships,

newsletters, events calendars and EU.

The Workshop demands coordination for the inforormath the form of one open information system

for gathering and distributing data and knowledigeui operations concerning the Baltic Sea cooperati

The Workshop agrees on the following frameworkaifaan:

The Workshop welcomes and strongly supports thedtion of the Baltic Sea Alliance between state,



local and regional actors in order to establiskisiduting data and knowledge about operations
concerning the Baltic Sea Co-operation informafiow in the form of one open joint information
system.

The primary partners in the Baltic Sea Alliance, the Baltic Sea States Subregional Co-operation
(BSSSC), the Union of the Baltic Cities (UBC), Baltic Sea Chambers of Commerce Association
(BCCA) with the assistance of the Baltic InstitofeFinland (BIF), are responsible for joining fosce
in creating a World Wide Web-based system, whidhlwa open to all users in the region. The
experiences from the Baltic Sea Directory initiativill form the base for this new enlarged system,
through which all interested organizations canivecand deliver information as well as inform other

about their activities.

The Workshop calls for close co-operation betwéerBaltic Sea Alliance and all other organizations
and offices involved in the Baltic Sea Co-operatiGantributions in form of data and mutual
exchange of information are essential for the sssoé the database.

The Baltic Sea Alliance will contact all Conferergagticipants and other relevant organizations and
offices with further information about the progre$éshe system. All conference participants andrthe
partners are welcome to deliver information abbetrtprojects and events to this system. A number

of follow-up sessions will be organized in the fetly the Baltic Sea Alliance.

The Workshop discussed and welcomed presentedtinis which aimed at facilitating the

information flow in the region. Very informative @insightful presentations were given by the
European Commission DG XIllI, the Digital Media lihste, the CBSS-CSO, the BSSSC, the BCCA,
the Hanse Office, the ECAT Kaliningrad and the Balourism Commission. Also, co-operation and
information exchange with the Gdansk Cultural Cerwelcomed as well as the suggestion from the
Pro Baltica Forum to seek Nordic financing for miet training. Problems in communication flow
presented by the Latvian delegation will be takeén tonsideration.

The Workshop encourages the representatives @irdsented issues to take contact with the Baltic
Sea Alliance so that their contributions can comaet the information system in an appropriate and

functional way.

The Workshop draws attention to the importanceafring different fora in the regions for the



exchange of experiences in the Baltic Sea co-dperand project implementation.

The Workshop notes that the political and medierggts towards the Baltic Sea region issues have
increased considerably in the past years. Joinkgidnal approaches will be necessary to promate th

Baltic Sea region within both European and globainework.

Workshop Il -Youth Co-operation in the Baltic Sea

The participants of the youth Workshop welcomedbeision of the BSSSC to include NGOs in the
deliberations and express the desire that thisbtrmed in the future. The Workshop notes that
different governmental and non-governmental orgations and structures are already working
towards the goal of promoting co-operation in theaa of youth policy, youth and information
exchange. The larger supranational structuresratheoone hand the Baltic Youth Forum, the Baltic
Youth Office in Kiel and the Nordic Youth Committaad on the other hand the BSSSC-Conference
and the Union of the Baltic Cities, which also de#h youth questions.

The Workshop stresses the necessity of and suppertsitiative of the Nordic Youth Committee to
intensify and to introduce new elements in the peration and coordination of youth policy and
action programs on the basis of structures alreadying in the Baltic Sea region by bringing

together NGOs and public administrations in thifaf subregional youth co-operation.

The Workshop agreed that intensified co-operatiamecessary in the fields of Baltic Youth Poligy, i
improving the flow of youth information on finangjnin promoting youth mobility and participation
of marginalized youth and hereby using the alreadsting structures of the Baltic Youth Office and

of NGOs and public administrations as equal pastt@rmplement this process.

The Workshop agreed on the following project inasrth strengthen the co-operation and

coordination of youth policy in the Baltic Sea i@yi

The Workshop agreed on the proposal of the Nordigth' Committee to organize a Conference on
Baltic Sea Youth Co-operation in Helsinki in May91® The target group for the Helsinki Conference
is national and regional youth councils as welpaklic youth administrations and youth work on

national and subregional level.

The aim for the Conference on Baltic Sea Youth @eration in Helsinki in May 1997 is to reach a



declaration and action plan between national agnal NGOs and public administrations to support

a common youth strategy for co-operation in thaiB&ea region.

The Workshop asked the Nordic Youth Committee taipea preparatory body and to prepare a draft
action plan for the Conference on Baltic Sea Y dihoperation in Helsinki, May 1997.

The Workshop discussed setting up a Baltic Seae&e@t for Youth co-operation and stressed the

need to make a decision on this topic at the Cenfar in May 1997 in Helsinki.

The Workshop supports:
The initiative to look for financing and faciliti¢e promote local youth co-operation in the BaBiza

region,

The suggestion that regional and national publiniagstrations provide financing for the organizatio
of a Youth Parliament on Environment in the BaBiiga region on the basis of the experience from the
Global Youth Action for the Environment, GYAE,

The suggestion that recourses of twin cities and partnership of local and regional bodies should

be used in a more efficient way in order to getngpeople together,

The need of National Public Youth Administrationgdefine the common goals for youth policy

cooperation in the Baltic Sea region,

All attempts to relieve visa regulations and toagkay with visa fees for youth,

All initiatives to provide for reduced transportaticosts for youth and youth groups in the Balga S

region.

The Workshop proposed and discussed numerous fEdggg/outh exchange in the Baltic Sea region
to promote people-to-people contacts. These pmjeittbe published in an extra report which wid b

prepared for the Conference in May 1997 in Helsinki



The Nordic Youth Committee invites:

representatives of NGOs, National and Regionali®iauth Administrations and existing cooperation
structures in the Baltic Sea region to the Confegean Baltic Sea Youth Co-operation in
Helsinki in May 1997.

Workshop |11 -Energy and Sustainable Development

The Workshop noted with appreciation the effortd amitiatives taken by other organizations to arres
the environmental damage and enhance co-operationéenergy and sustainable development in
the Baltic Sea area.

The Workshop recognized, with special appreciatiational energy programs and initiatives by the
European Commission to increase the use of renevestdrgy sources and energy efficiency.

While the use of fossil fuels causes severe dantagature and human health, the Workshop
proposed that governments agree on common pofmig¢aking the value of this damage into account
when determining the price and tax on fuels.

The Workshop realized the important role of thergpeector in sustainable development.

The Workshop recognized the central role reseandidavelopment play in the promotion and
expansion of the use of renewable energy sourndspr@posed that governments fully support and
make adequate resources available for identifioatitd the development of new technologies for new
sustainable and viable energy systems.

The Workshop noted the increasing possibilities mexkssity for regional co-operation in the field o
energy and sustainable development in the Balticabea. And stressed the importance of devoting

adequate financial resources to this co-operation.

The Workshop, in order to facilitate and stimulfatieire co-operation around energy and
environmental issues, proposed the establishmemnhetfwork of regional contact persons who will
act as a contact channel and provide informatiopaiantial co-operation partners in their regions.

The Workshop agreed on the following priority argaterms of future regional co-operation:

Exchange of know-how and technology related taifeof renewable energy
Establishment of the network of regional contactpes



Preparation of regional energy balance studiesaedyy plans.

The Workshop noted and stressed the need to ettabfiermanent Secretariat for Baltic Sea State
Subregional Co-operation.

The Workshop states that the liberalization ofeéhergy market in the EU Council of Ministers to cut
down the budget of different energy programs oat=tt towards renewable energies, energy
efficiency and energy co-operation. The Workshqgpsuts proposals from the EU Commission and

the European Parliament to increase funding iretlsestors.
The Workshop proposes that the social and envirataheosts of energy production should be

reflected in the fuel prices. The Workshop considercessary a harmonized European approach for a

respective green taxation system.
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